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Joseph Martinez from the Class of 2007 attended Vassar College after graduation. He
worked abroad in the visual arts for several years and then came back to the U.S. to
pursue graduate studies. After a brief existential crisis, he decided to start an urban

agriculture business instead. Today, he runs
Arizona Microgreens in Phoenix. He also leads
empathetic communication workshops for
individuals and organizations.

Tell us about a "failure" or challenge that
taught you something valuable.
In 2014, I applied for a year-long fellowship with
100% confidence that I would be selected. I was
so sure that I would be accepted into this
program that I made no back-up plan. So when
I learned that I wasn’t selected, it was quite the
blow and I ended up living back at home with
my mom. This was a huge turning point in my
life, though, and forced me to change my
mindset from chasing institutional validation to
deciding, instead, to choose myself.

Share with us an ASA moment or memory
that always brings a smile to your face.
The strange magical moment when I finally did
hear an overtone while rehearsing in Chamber
Choir.

Creative thinking. Leading. Being globally minded. Which of these resonate with
you or remind you of something you learned from ASA, and why?
Creative thinking. I encounter fixed mindsets all the time in my day-to-day life.
Discussion-based classes and the arts at ASA absolutely nurtured creative thinking
and the growth mindset.



What was an “a-ha” moment with an ASA teacher?
I swear, Mr. Ross taught me the difference between reading a text and really
understanding a text. That guy opened up the world to me.

How did ASA's "Arts + Smarts" combination help shape where you are today in
life?
I run a business but I still identify as an artist. That creative impulse and having
"something more" that you do in life is enduring.

What’s your message to current ASA students?
I loved how the discussion-based classes at ASA allowed me to become a confident,
articulate speaker. What took me much longer to learn was how to listen deeply. My
message to current ASA students is to cultivate the ability to listen -- to really listen --
to one another.


